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Key messages and topics

• Growth and potential of online 
education (Massive Open Online 
Courses - MOOCs) for capacity 
building and lifelong learning 

• Sharing knowledge and 
understanding, building
capacities and skills, and shifting
mindsets on sustainability

• Greening the Economy series –
five MOOCs on sustainable 
development, circular economy 
and sustainable cities

• City Futures Academy – an 
online learning community on 
sustainable cities with over 
100,000 participants



Introducing MOOCs

• Massive Open Online Courses 
combine films and a mix of 
materials to create online learning
communities.

• Coursera Platform – 77 million 
learners, 6000 courses, 200 
partners.

• University students, career
development and general interest



Doing MOOCs

• Five modules (2-5 hours) with 5-10 
parts with “layers” of individual 
and interactive learning.

• Learners can explore materials – do 
everything, do something or do 
nothing.

• Learners can access and complete 
lectures, readings, and learning 
materials at any time and pace.



Exploring MOOCs

• reaching massive global audiences

• opening up access to capacity
building and lifelong learning

• creating online learning
communities

• achieving research impact
pathways

• flipping physical education
classrooms

• building international and diverse 
collaborations



MOOCs as a mechanism for research impact

• Research impact often refers to the contribution that research makes 
to the economy, society, environment or culture, beyond the 
contribution to academic research. 

• Research funders and academia are looking to encourage an 
increased emphasis on research impact as well as more sophisticated 
approaches to planning, achieving and measuring research impact.

- - -

• MOOCs offer a pathway from research projects to online education 
through a diverse mix of materials – films, podcasts, documents, 
activities, websites and tools.



Greening the Economy

1. Greening the Economy: Lessons from Scandinavia

How can we live a good life on one planet with over seven
billion people?

2. Greening the Economy: Sustainable Cities

How can we shape our urban development towards sustainable
and prosperous futures?

3. Circular Economy: Sustainable Materials Management

How can we create a circular economy through sustainable
materials management?

4. Urban Nature: Connecting Cities, Sustainability and 
Innovations

How can we work with nature to design and build our cities?

5. Sharing Cities: Governance and Urban Sustainability

How can we govern the sharing economy in our cities?

Since 2015 – 800.000 visitors, 175.000 enrolements and 95.000 
learners



City Futures Academy

• Learn how to drive change in cities 
towards sustainable, climate 
friendly, just, healthy and 
prosperous futures.

• Boost your career with new 
knowledge, understanding and 
skills for navigating urban 
transformations.

• Complete a series of cutting-edge 
courses with world-leading 
teachers and join an online 
learning community.



Sustainable Cities

• Our Greening the Economy –
Sustainable Cities MOOC is ranked 
in the Best Online Courses of All 
Time by Class Central. 

• The ranking by Class Central 
contains 250 courses from 100 
universities based on 170,000 
reviews. 

• Our MOOC is also ranked in the top 
ten Environmental Science and 
Sustainability courses in the 
Coursera platform.

https://www.classcentral.com/report/top-moocs-2021-edition/
https://www.coursera.org/browse/physical-science-and-engineering/environmental-science-and-sustainability



